[Abdominal tuberculosis: a retrospective series of 90 cases].
The aim of this study was to analyze the clinical, bacteriological, radiological and therapeutic features of abdominal tuberculosis in a series of 90 patients. This was a retrospective and descriptive multicentre study of 90 cases of abdominal tuberculosis conducted from June 1997 to June 2008. Diagnosis of tuberculosis was based on bacteriologic evidence in 12 cases, histological evidence in 55 cases and on clinical and radiologic features with favorable outcomes under specific treatment in the 23 remaining cases. Thirty-one patients were male and 59 were female. The mean age of the patients was 41.5 years. Family history of tuberculosis was reported in three cases. Associated risk factors were: diabetes mellitus (five cases), ethylism (one case), post-hepatitis C cirrhosis (one case), systemic lupus erythematosus treated by corticosteroids (one case). Sites of involvement were: peritoneum (78 cases), liver (14 cases), gut (nine cases) and spleen (eight cases). Forty-eight patients (53,3%) had only an abdominal involvement, nine others patients (10%) had an abdominal involvement associated with intra-abdominal lymph nodes, 16 patients (17,8%) had a respiratory involvement (pulmonary, pleural and mediastinal lymph nodes), eight patients (8,8%) presented with an extra-abdominal and extra-respiratory involvement and 10 patients (11,1%) had respiratory and extra-respiratory disease associated with abdominal involvement. Among the 54 patients who underwent laparoscopy or laparotomy, diagnosis was evoked on macroscopic examination in 51. Laparoscopy and laparotomy are still helpful for the diagnosis of abdominal tuberculosis, especially in the presence of peritoneal involvement.